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This is 2n oral interview, iy name is Brent Flavel and I'm g.ing to interview
David westcott, Brother Weatcott where are you originally from’

I was born in Berkeley California,

Low long have lived in Rexburyy

About a vear now,

What is your occupation now?

I am a carpenter,

Prior to the flcod had you bean up to the dam?

Yes 1 was up there once,

n

lad you had any tnoughts about the dam breaking®

No, 1 had never even cconsidered it breaking, Of course I had not been around
for any of the controversy of whether br not it should be built or not.

What were your thoughts when you heard the dam had broken?

We thought it was going to hif Teton and all our food storage was up there,
We were worried about my wife's sister living there in a house that we had all
of our food storage at. So we were going to drive out there to see if we could
help them cut, We heard it from the very start on the radio, it said that they
were going to seud someone up to the dam because they had received a prank phone-

call that the dam had broken, so they sent a reporter up there and he got there

just as the broke, he said there was a hole and 2ll of a sudden he started
screamning and said the whole north side of the dam had broken and that every-
bedy Jown stream Lad better get out of the way, They kept reporti.g stuff like
that, They T Ild- ~ anyone in the vicinity of the canyon t¢ get out, Then they
said that we might get a foot or a foot anc a half of water on Main Strecet, Ve

were nanaging the Village Apartments and we had just finished refurnishing the

ground floor and so we just moved everything up on the second floor, Then I went

.
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up to my in-laws house and helpec him move all

crane and a backhgge
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Did the chureh volunteere help you in any way?
Tes they caved me about 2 months work. Ue were managirg the Villaze and I

1

wes having disagreements with the mana;ement over come of his policies, I flrured

would do as much as I coulsd by myself and let the volunteers 2o heln those

families who got their howmes damaged becaunse this it a business and he can set
paid back what “amagee that were suffered by him. de could hire belp and get back
on his feet that way. But the bichop came over and caid thsat the others houses
that were hit were pretty much under way so they sent fifty people over two days
in a row and they got all the mud out and all the crud off the furniture and
stripped the walls all the way dow~ to the studs.

Yhen we moved in te this bouse e furnaee and yeter healer was downstairs
and T had to completely take apart the hole furnage and rebuild that and I'm
not very good with turnaces . S0 I learned about furndces that way,

Since vou're a carpenter. Are vou building alot of new houses for the flood
victims?

No I'm building a new Rexburg Medical Center., I have built a new office and
helped rebuild the high school. We rehuilt a building that was about two hundred
fee?  away foom the river and it was just washed away. It had computers and cal-

culators in it. So they just ctareted from scratch and rebuilt their whole business

4
up again, I also helped remodel the Land Bank which had just been completed prior

to the flood. It was all hard wood and the flood came through and warped it all.

1

So we had to go in and teer it all down and remodel it, I learned how to do wood-

work that way, trim 21l ihe doors and window casings.
R -l




1 went up to the furniture 'stere in town and they had a $250 recliner
on sale for $5, It was all torm up and scratched up amd had a messed up
corner om it, but that only took a little work amd mow we have a reclimer
that we only paid $5 for. There were a lot of ugseful things that were slightly
damaged, but they are still useful and there were several places that were having
sales like that. The only thimg these businesses could have done was to have a
sale like this, or they could have just throwm everythimg away and then been
completely reimbursed, amd that is what a lot ef businesses did. Some stores:
just took all their stuff and just pushed it out back, and I guess that if
you wanted it)then you could go and get it, But some other atores were going
to try and salvage all of their stuff amd them saveit and save it and save it
and then all of a suddem people showed that the fridges needed repairimg, also
the stoves and ovems and water heaters, so the store had to completely refuraish -
the people with mew articles. The rest of the stotk was sold to a salvager,
and he found that he coulda’t sell any of it because of the flood damage.

About the only thing he could sell was the hardware off of certain articles.
There got to be so much give-away that everybody started walking around
looking for a hand-out for awhile, This was due to the fact that there had been

80 much destruction, and because of being used to the destruction, kids just
went right on destroying thimgs, To make thimgs worse, there were people that
would try to save things, and they would leave their place that night after
trying to de all they could to save it, amd the next day they would come back
to find that it had been breokem down even further. Someone came into this house
and scratched "FLOOD '76™ im the woodwork, and this is hardwood. We bought a
thermostat and put it im a frame and put a piece of glass over it. Pecple just
broke into places and destroyed even more, and thay had the attitude of; well,
this stuff is already damaged, so what's the uase of it mow? 1I'm still trying to
get over the fact that people could have an attitude like that. They also said
vthat as long as the Govermment is laying out the money, we may as well really up

the bill.



I think a lot of people take advantage of the situation that the flood
presents to them, People were out to get all that they ceuld,

All these people, little old ladies and stuff like that, are up a creek in
many ways. Our house made it through the flood fairly cue!/. It omly had a
couple of popped boards along with the ugual sedement. It is a well-built
houge so it stuck-it-out, If the flood came through tomorrow, i'd say that
three~quarters of the houses that have been built’-ince the fload wouldn't
make it, They are just cracker boxes., They are se shabbily built, and there
was no pride at all in the work, everybody is out for the almighty dollar.
I haven't seen a half-a-dozen houses that have amy amount of quality work put
into them. Some houses that are om a bit of land, say some houses that were
owned by an elderly couple that has lived there all of their lives, amd they
lived in a really nice brick, or well-built frame house have had them term
down due to flood damage, and I just can't see that. It could cest them
$500 te fix up their old house, while it may cost them several thousand
dollars to build a new one, They may have figered it like this: Well, if
we put $500 into eur house to fix it, them we will have an old house with
$500 dollars put into it. But if there is amother $500-$1000 put up, a
whole new house can be built, 1 would rather hnveﬂéhat $500 put into the
old house. Rather than have a $1000 new h&uae. These hougses are junk as
far as I'm concerned. I havea't seen any that have much of any type of
quality work put into them, When we get into some of these moré expensgive
homes, and some of them may cost 70-80 thousand dollars, and boy, that's
a lof for a house. It's terrible. People are just out to see how much money
they can get. GET RICH QUICK is the slogan. We were the first main complex
in towm, and most everyome would step there and they would get some real
supposed bargains; such as; Oh, yah, I have this miracle carpet cleaner

here, and all these miracle things here, and I can rebuild all your garbage



disposalls, They would give you big promises and big talk. We must have had
every single con artist and comtractor and their synonyms coming in and saying;
Oh, yah, we can d§ this and we can do that. We can put im your own sheet-rock
and you won't even be able to tell that it was through the flood. You wom't
be able to detect any bumps or warps. Their paint is like water and it just
sloshes on. Often times it comes off im the rain. On the sheet-rock, we went
around and looked at some of the jobs, and you could see bumps, and they had a
texture kind of stuff, like they put on celeings, amd they put that om the walls
8o you couldn’t see all the bumps. Amytime you touched the wall, you had to wash )
your hand, and a large streak was left where you had  touched it. When they
sprayed with paint, you could see right through the paint to the wall, and all
the bumps and holes and mails would be visible.

Was there any looting, that you knew about?

We went downtown the day after the flood, well, we went down that nmight,
and we were able to drive dewatown, We went down the next morning also, because
my dad was rebuilding, and while we were walking down the street, we Gould see
slide projectors layiag en the sidewnik. People would be walking up amd dowm
the street, and no one would bother to pick them up. But, there were some people

that came out ahead and were picking up stuff., We had all of ewr furmiture and

vappliances and possessions out in the parking lot for over & momth and a half

and nothing turned up missing.

There were a couple of guys that were arrested for looting. They were caught
thrying to steal things from a jewelry store dowmtown.

Thexe good thimgs just being thrown away. Things that were still in good .
order., We got a whole new set of cabinets feor eur kitchen, All I had to do to
them was to refinish them. If I had known at the time of the flood that I was
going to be refinishing this house, then there would have been several things

that I could have used in the reconstruction. There were window frames, doors

set in frames, and good building materials.



I saw many things wasted; things like good hardwood, stainedglass windows,
and several other things that could have been saved, There were fixtures off
of old doors, and windows. Just antique items that are histery.

This house was up for demolition, but when we moved imto it, they decided
not to demolish it., It is good enough to live in; it is a fairly good house.

I would rather be here, in this house, than in that trailer. They are getting
some really nice houses over in St., Anthoney, I was really impressed., They

are getting their share of cracker-boxes and that too, but I was really impressed
with some of their houses up there.

I think we could have gotten along a lot better if the Governiment hadn't
stepped in, I think they éﬁSuld have let the Church handle it, and then
things would have gone much better. 1 ¢0n't think that if the Church had
handled it, them the people wouldn't have been out to get all they ceuld.

The Bishop said that if there was anything that we needed, that we should
80 to him and we could get it from the Bishop's storehouse. I think that the
people did that as much as possible. The Church materials and Church facilities
were used as much as possible. After we had taken from the Church all that
vas feasable and if we were still in meed, then we were to go to the Governmeat,
There is mo telling how many things the Government has to support, There are
tornados in the midwest, amd hurricanes in the south., There are floods im the

Appalations, and in the east., Later in the year, the drought out here. 1Ia
Colorado after the flood there the same as here. Everyene is taking "losses
and the Government is paying out all this momey. There's no telling uﬁen
the money ie going to stop, and sooner or later someone is going to take it
in the shorts. After that there arem't going to be any federal funds left
and I don't think the govermmenmt can pay all this money everytime that a
disaster occurs, After every disaster someone has te lose sometime, It
shouldn’t be that a disaster happens and then three days later everything is
back to normal. The rebuilding of the area should be a community thing, and

that people should help one another. If a diaster happens, we should feel a




It should humble us a little bit,

End of interview.

disaster,
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