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Descriptive Summary 

Call Number: 

MSSI 85 

Title: Cecil Elmo Hart Collection 1920-1980 

Creator: Hart, Cecil E. (Cecil Elmo), 1905-1987 

Repository: Brigham Young University-Idaho Special 
Collections 

Extent: 10 Linear Feet 

Biographical History Abstract: Cecil Hart was an active and faithful member of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
He was the first president of the Idaho Falls 
South LDS Stake serving in that capacity from 
June 30, 1946 to September 1964. From October 
1964 to June 1967 Hart served as president of the 
LDS Church French Mission in Paris and was 
responsible for the LDS servicemen in France 
and the Mediterranean. From 1967 to 1970 he 
served as a Regional Representative for the 
Quorum of the Twelve. Hart was president of the 
Idaho Falls Temple from 1970-75. He has also 
served as stake patriarch of the South Idaho Falls 
LDS Stake and Chairman of the multi-stake 
Seminary Board. He served as Vice-President of 
the Idaho Falls LDS Hospital board of trustees 
and chairman of its executive committee. He was 
a member of the Ricks College Advisory 
Committee and a member of the college special 
committee on Nurse’s Education Program. He 
was a member of the Teton Peaks Boy Scout 
Council executive board and a national 
representative. He was a recipient of the Silver 
Beaver Award. 

Scope Abstract: A majority of the collection pertains to his life as 
an active member of the LDS Church. Stake 
President, Regional Representative, Temple 



President, and French Mission Correspondence, 
most of which is from the First Presidency.  

Provenance 

After the death of Cecil Hart this collection was donated to Ricks College. 
Archivist Blaine R. Bake accepted the collection on behalf of the college. 

Access 

Open to public use in the Arthur Porter Reading Room. 

Conditions of Use 

It is the responsibility of the researcher to obtain any necessary copyright 
clearances. 

Permission to publish material from Cecil Elmo Hart Collection must be 
obtained from the Supervisor of Reference Services and/or the Special 
Collections Board of Curators. 

Preferred Citation 

Initial Citation: MSSI 85; Cecil Elmo Hart Collection; Manuscripts; 
Brigham Young University-Idaho Special Collections, David O. McKay 
Library, Brigham Young University-Idaho.  

Following Citations: MSSI 85, BYUISC. 

Biographical History 

Cecil E. Hart was born Dec 19, 1905 in Menan, Idaho to John William Hart 
and Elizabeth Jane Hogge Hart. He graduated from Rigby High School in 
1925 and attended Brigham Young University in Provo from 1925-1927. He 
then attended the University of Idaho in Moscow from 1930-1932, 
graduating with a Bachelors degree in business administration. 

Cecil was called to serve an LDS mission from June 1927 to September 
1929. On April 6, 1932 he married Vera Christian Pfost, with whom he had 
three children: Ray, John Cecil, and Joyce 



Throughout his life Cecil was an active businessman. In 1946 he was 
president and manager of the Idaho Radio Corporation, and owner of KID 
radio station. Hart was the co-founder of The Bank of Commerce, and 
served as a director and chairman of the board for many years. He started 
out at Smith- Hart Chevrolet- Cadillac from 1933-1938 as an accountant. 
He was sales manager of the firm from 1938-1941, and general manager 
and partner in the company from 1941-1958 and later became president 
from 1958-1987. He was a past director of the Idaho Automobile Dealers 
Association and past president of the Idaho Falls Automobile Dealers 
Association 

Cecil Hart was an active and faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. He was the first president of the Idaho Falls South 
LDS Stake serving in that capacity from June 30, 1946 to September 1964. 
From October 1964 to June 1967 Hart served as president of the LDS 
Church French Mission in Paris and was responsible for the LDS 
servicemen in France and the Mediterranean. From 1967 to 1970 he served 
as a Regional Representative for the Quorum of the Twelve. Hart was 
president of the Idaho Falls Temple from 1970-75. He has also served as 
stake patriarch of the South Idaho Falls LDS Stake and Chairman of the 
multi-stake Seminary Board. He served as Vice-President of the Idaho Falls 
LDS Hospital board of trustees and chairman of its executive committee. He 
was a member of the Ricks College Advisory Committee and a member of 
the college special committee on Nurse’s Education Program. He was a 
member of the Teton Peaks Boy Scout Council executive board and a 
national representative. He was a recipient of the Silver Beaver Award. 

Cecil Elmo Hart died June 27, 1987. 

Scope and Content Note 

The Cecil Hart Collection contains correspondence from his career as a car 
salesman for Hart Pontiac, as a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Bank of Commerce, and correspondence while he was owner of KID radio. 

A majority of the correspondence consists of his life as an active member of 
the LDS Church. Stake President, Regional Representative, Temple 
President, and French Mission Correspondence, most of which is from the 
First Presidency. 

Many postcards can be found in the collection, from Europe and the United 
States. Scrapbooks and family genealogical material is also included as well 
as many family photographs 



Subject Tracings 

Institutions 

Idaho Radio Corporation 

Hart Pontiac 

People 

Hart, Cecil E. (Cecil Elmo), 1905-1987 

Places 

Idaho Falls (Idaho) 

Genre/Form 

Letters 

Container List 

Inventory 

InventoryInventoryInventoryInventory 

Box Folder Contents 

1 1 Family Group Records 

1 2 Hart Genealogy 

1 3 Biographical Information for Cecil Hart 

1 4 Elizabeth Ellen Hart Green and Joseph Irel Hart 

1 5 Biography of Elizabeth Jane Hogge Hart 

1 6 Personal Record of Issac Hart 

1 7 Biography of John W. Hart 

1 8 Life Sketch of John William Hart 

1 9 Missionary Journal of John W. Hart 

1 10 Journal of John W. Hart 

1 11 Biography of Martha Barton Hart 



1 12 Biographical Sketch of Ann Stranger Hogge 

1 13 David Heber and Sarah Zella Manwaring Family History 

1 14 Life Sketch of Zeda Hart Mattice 

1 15 Melba Pfost Biographical Sketch 

2 1 Letter from the First Presidency calling Cecil as Regional 
Rep. 

2 2 President Letters- Regional Representatives 

2 3 President Letters- Regional Representatives 

2 4 Regional Representatives List 

2 5 Regional Representatives List 

2 6 Regional Representatives Correspondence 

2 7 Regional Representatives Correspondence 

2 8 Priesthood Home Teaching- Regional Representatives 

2 9 Stake Missionary Work- Regional Representatives 

2 10 Minutes of Area Welfare Meetings- Regional 
Representatives 

2 11 Church Members and Military Service- Regional 
Representatives 

2 12 Service Men and Garments- Regional Representatives 

2 13 Hugh B. Brown Speaks to Servicemen 

2 14 Various Letters About Regional Representatives 

2 15 Transcript of Seminar Regional Representatives 

2 16 Regional Representatives Seminar 

2 17 Regional Representatives Letter of Release 

3 1 President Letters- Stake President 

3 2 Outgoing Correspondence- Cecil Hart 

3 3 Stake Papers for Stake Presidents 

3 4 1959 Bulletin- Church Attendance 

3 5 1960 Bulletin- Church Attendance 

3 6 Division of the Idaho Falls 3rd and 6th Ward 

3 7 Yellowstone Stake 



3 8 Historical Sketch of the Island Park Chapel 

3 9 Various Stake Building Pamphlets 

3 10 Documents about Building Stake Buildings 

3 11 Outlines for Regional Meeting and Quarterly Stake 
Conferences 

3 12 Stake Quarterly Conference 1962 

3 13 Quarterly Conference 

3 14 President Letters- Stake Quarterly Conference 

3 15 Quorum Reporter 

3 16 Stake Missionaries- South Idaho Falls Stake 

4 1 Cecil Hart's Missionary Paper- 1927 

4 2 Cecil Hart's Mission Call- President of the French 
Mission 

4 3 Mission Reunion Papers 

4 4 Mission Presidents Report of a Releases Missionary 

4 5 Pres and Sister Hart's Mission pamphlets & Stake 
pamphlets 

4 6 Visit of President Peterson to the French Mission 

4 7 Various Statistical Information about the French Mission 

4 8 Various Mission Reports- Statistical 

4 9 Letters to Cecil Hart while in France 

4 10 President Letters- Mission President 

4 11 Outgoing mail from Cecil Hart 

4 12 French Mission Documents 

4 13 Letters from Cecil and Mrs. Hart while in France 

4 14 Letters Mr. and Mrs. Hart from Missionaries 

4 15 Letters to Cecil from Missionaries 

4 16 Release from French Mission 

4 17 Letters from Ray Hart 

4 18 Letters from J.C. Hart 

4 19 Letters from Gayle Hart 



5 1 Correspondence from Miss Pat Bell 

5 2 Correspondence from HG and Mona Berthelson 

5 3 Correspondence from Florence Birch 

5 4 Correspondence from A.L. Brown. 

5 5 Correspondence from Mrs. Gene M. Conger 

5 6 Correspondence from J.H. Culley 

5 7 Correspondence from Delbert Groberg 

5 8 Correspondence from B. B. Hart 

5 9 Correspondence from Janice Kotter 

5 10 Correspondence from Mrs. D. H. Manwaring 

5 11 Correspondence from V. Mattice 

5 12 Correspondence from R. Jennings Scott 

5 13 Correspondence from Marian Stevens- Ricks College 

5 14 Correspondence from Karen Rosenbaum 

5 15 Correspondence from R. Tanner 

5 16 Correspondence from Joyce Taylor 

6 1 Letters written to President Hart while he was Temple 
President 

6 2 Temple Presidency Letters 

6 3 Letters to Cecil Hart- Temple Business 

6 4 Letter calling Cecil Hart as Temple President 

6 5 Various Letters and Articles about the Temple 
Presidency 

6 6 Temple Presidency 

6 7 Temple Ordinance Statistics 

6 8 Idaho Falls Temple Comparative Report 1969-1970 

6 9 Does Temple Marriage Cost Money? 

6 10 Documents Concerning Temple Presidency Release 

6 11 Stake Temple Schedule 

6 12 Comparative Report 

6 13 Church Welfare 



6 14 Church Welfare 

6 15 Notes and Times of Patriarchal Blessings 

6 16 Suggestions to Patriarchs from meeting 

6 17 Various Patriarchal Blessings given by Cecil Hart 

6 18 Cecil Hart's Patriarchal Blessing 

6 19 Various Pamphlets- French Mission and Ricks College 

7 1 Cecil Harts involvement in non-profit organizations 

7 2 Rigby High School Class Reunions 

7 3 Hart Pontiac Documents 

7 4 Idaho Radio Corporation 

7 5 Cecil Harts resignation from KID 

7 6 KID Broadcasting Corporations 

7 7 Yost Office Systems- Bank of Commerce 

7 8 Minutes of the Board of Directors of the Bank of 
Commerce 

7 9 Fred A Carleson Company 

7 10 Teton Flood Disaster- Cecil's Financial Statement 

7 11 Cecil’s Farming Information 

7 12 Sugar Beet Receipts 

8 1 Tobacco Propaganda 

8 2 Versions of Legislation for Tobacco, Drug, & Alcohol 
Abuse 

8 3 Idaho Allied Civil Forces 

8 4 Idaho Allied Civil Forces 

8 5 Idaho Challenge Correspondence 

8 6 Idaho Challenge 

8 7 Idaho Challenge 

8 8 LDS Hospital Minutes 

8 9 Plan of Development- Idaho Falls Hospital 

8 10 Proposed Addition to the LDS Hospital 

8 11 Idaho Falls Hospital Addition 



8 12 Teton Peaks 

8 13 Boy Scouts of America- Teton Peaks Council 

9 1 Ricks College Correspondence 

9 2 Ricks College Leadership Week- Minutes 

9 3 Stake President Letters 

9 4 Letters from the Presiding Bishopric 

9 5 Letters to Mission Presidents, Stake Presidents, Bishops, 
etc. 

9 6 Regional Meeting Correspondence 

9 7 Regional Meeting Correspondence 

9 8 President Eyring's letter to and from Cecil Hart 

9 9 Letter from Cecil Hart to President McKay 

9 10 Letter from the U. S. Senate 

9 11 Correspondence: Blacks in the Priesthood 

9 12 Julia Andelin Correspondence 

9 13 Joseph Fielding Smith Correspondence :Science & 
Religion 

9 14 Correspondence from Heber J Grant regarding 
communism 

9 15 Correspondence from Washington DC to AY Satterfield 

9 16 Correspondence from Mark E Petersen 

9 17 A Letter Referring to Roman Catholicism Ariel Crowly 

9 18 Confidential 

9 19 Letters about the Passing of Cecil Hart 

9 20 Letters of Sympathy Church Officials 

9 21 Correspondence from Cecil Hart 

9 22 BYU Correspondence 

9 23 John Hart's Funeral 

9 24 Correspondence from John Hart 

10 1 Conversion Diary 

10 2 Conversion Diary 



10 3 Conversion Diary 

10 4 Conversion Diary 

10 5 Conversion Diary 

10 6 CIS- Church Information System 

10 7 Blacks in Field 

10 8 Le Dirigeant Newsletter 

10 9 MIA Leadership 

11 1 Melchizedek Priesthood Newsletter 

11 2 Melchizedek Priesthood Newsletter 

11 3 Presiding Bishoprics Page 

11 4 The Messenger 

11 5 The Messenger 

11 6 President Smiths concern for the Youth 

12 1 "Profile for Progress" Address by Harold B. Lee 

12 2 Alvin R. Dyer Talk 

12 3 Henry D Moyle Speech 

12 4 Speech given by Ezra Taft Benson 

12 5 Speeches given by Cecil Hart 

12 6 J Rueben Clarke Speech 

12 7 Stake Priesthood Meeting 

12 8 Priesthood Home Teaching 

12 9 Priesthood Home Teaching Committee 

12 10 Priesthood Missionary Committee Paper 

12 11 Priesthood Home Teaching Committee 

13 1 Rick College- A Statement Moving Ricks to IF 

13 2 Letters about moving Ricks College to Idaho Falls 

13 3 Sunday School Conference Papers 

13 4 Servicemen's Conference at Berchtesgaden Germany 

13 5 LDS Servicemen's Committee 

13 6 Henry B Eyring Inauguration Announcements 



13 7 Jefferson Star Newspaper Articles 

13 8 Statement of Policy Regarding Seventies 

13 9 Various Poems & Stories collected by Sister Hart 

13 10 Vera Harts Personal Effective 

13 11 Various Genealogy Documents 

13 12 American Weekly 

13 13 Church Section- Newspaper 

13 14 Mr. Hart's notes on the Savior 

13 15 "Divine Authority" Pedigree Chart 

13 16 Various Documents about Cecil Harts Priesthood 

13 17 Genealogical Society Letter 

13 18 Cartoons of Mr. Mrs. Hart 

13 19 Area History 

13 20 Savior Study Guide 

13 21 US Air force- Wheelus air force base Incirlik Air Base 

13 22 George L. Pfost- Will and Legal Documents 

14 1 "Ephraim" in the latter days 

14 2 Order of Aaron 

14 3 Dedication of the Bordeaux Temple Chapel Theodore M. 
Burton 

14 4 Report of the East Mediterranean Trip 

14 5 Voyage of the Lehi 

14 6 Medal of Honor 

14 7 Korean War Crimes Division 

14 8 Statehood: The Key to Peace Freedom and Prosperity in 
Vietnam 

14 9 Normandy 

14 10 Music Committee 

14 11 Plans for a Fall Out Shelter 

14 12 Berlin Challenger 

14 13 The Progress 



14 14 Various Certificates 

14 15 Various Brochures from the Hart Family 

15 1 Postcards 

16 1 Photographs 

17  4 Photo Albums 
18 Day books for years 1944 and 1945, 2 Aaronic Priesthood leadership hand 

books, pamphlets, flyers, European tickets, articles, 2 missionary diaries 
19  Correspondence 
20  Correspondence 


